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The CU Research Hootenanny 

The Coventry University Research Hootenanny is a vibrant mix of activities to 

showcase research excellence at CU, to celebrate our researchers’ successes 

and to explore new ways to undertake and to share research – locally, 

nationally and internationally. 

This year, the Hootenanny theme is to think different, be different, do different. 

You will be able to create your own, personal itinerary from the programme of events taking place 

throughout the week, including: 

 Three Minute Thesis (3MT) Heats and Grand Final 

 Coventry University’s Postgraduate Researcher of the Year 

 Sessions for postgraduate researchers and those who support them: introduction to research 

impact, an update from the PGR Wellbeing Initiative and the alternative guide to postgraduate 

funding, plus many more 

 Sessions around diversity and inclusion including the Research and Equality, Diversity and Inclusion 

interactive panel and the 2nd Women in Research Network event 

 

The Research Hootenanny is being convened by the Doctoral College and Centre for Research Capability 

and Development. The Doctoral College and Centre for Research Capability Development was established 

in April 2017. The college and centre provide high quality professional support for researchers, from PhD to 

Professor, including delivery of doctoral programmes, professional training and development support for 

researchers. The Doctoral College is responsible for the recruitment of, and support to, all enrolled 

Postgraduate Researchers and for supporting our team of research supervisors. The Centre for Research 

Capability Development leads on evidence-based training and development initiatives for all researchers. 
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Monday 13th January 2020 

Parallel Session One  

Pathways to impact: how to make your funding application 

impact rich  

11.15 – 12.15 in Swan Room, Elm Bank  

The ‘Pathways to impact: how to make your funding application impact rich’ session is run by the Research 

Services team and is aimed at researchers looking to develop their funding applications in light of the 

impact agenda.  

Sign up to this session  

 

Research & Scholarly Publications: Metadata Lego (Research 

Data Management) 

11.30 – 12.15 in Blackbird Room, Elm Bank  

The Research & Scholarly Publications (RSP) Team will be hosting a 45 minute session to support you with 

research data management. To ensure that you understand your own data and to enable others to find, 

use and properly cite your data, it helps to add ‘documentation’ or ‘metadata’ (data about data) to the 

documents and datasets you create. Test your descriptive skills during this session as you create and 

describe your Lego constructs, and see if your colleagues can recreate your structures. 

Sign up to this session  

 

  

http://recap.coventry.domains/event/pathways-to-impact-how-to-make-your-funding-application-impact-rich/
http://recap.coventry.domains/event/rsp-metadata-lego-research-data-management/
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Shut Up & Write 

11.15 – 13.45 in Puffin Room, Elm Bank  

Are you looking for a quiet and structured environment to get some writing done? 

Whether you are trying to minimise distractions or you’re just looking for a quiet environment that you can 

dedicate to writing, Shut up & Write is the workshop for you. Based on the Pomodoro technique for time 

management, Shut Up and Write enables structured bursts of focused writing so that you can make the 

most out of the time you have. 

Sign up to this session  

 

Parallel Session Two  

Research and Equality, Diversity and Inclusion 

12.30 – 13.30 in Swan Room, Elm Bank  

In recent years there has been an increasing focus on a range of Higher Education ‘ranking and 

sustainability’ boosting initiatives. Including, reducing the ‘BME student attainment gap, ‘enhancing the 

student experience’ and producing ‘Research with Excellence’, to name a few.  All of these, against a 

backdrop for increased research outputs with fewer resources. How can we therefore, ensure that 

research and the researcher experience is truly an inclusive and equitable one? 

During the one hour, interactive panel session, the panel will discuss: 

(1)          Who benefits from Equality, Diversity and Inclusion in research? 

(2)          Specific examples of how students, supervisors and researchers can put ‘their’ words into action 

(3)          Suggestions on things you might do to help navigate and reduce barriers to inclusive research 

Sign up to this session  

  

http://recap.coventry.domains/event/shut-up-write/
http://recap.coventry.domains/event/research-and-equality-diversity-and-inclusion/
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Research & Scholarly Publications: The Publishing Trap Game 

(Open Access)  

12.30 – 14.00 in Blackbird Room, Elm Bank  

The Research & Scholarly Publications (RSP) Team will be hosting this 90 minute session. The Publishing 

Trap is a game developed by Dr Jane Secker and Chris Morrison at UK Copyright Literacy – 

https://copyrightliteracy.org/resources/the-publishing-trap/. The game involves playing as one of 4 

researchers, taking you through from PhD to retirement via a (hopefully) illustrious academic career. The 

game is a ‘fun’ introduction to issues around academic publishing, open access to research and the 

conflicting pressures which an academic may face over the course of a career. 

Sign up to this session  

 

1st Three Minute Thesis (3MT) Heat  

14.00 – 15.30 in Swan Room, Elm Bank  

This is a popular competition held both nationally and internationally between universities. During the 

3MT competition heats doctoral researchers’ talk about their research for 3 minutes only and a winner is 

selected by a panel of judges. The emphasis is on communicating research clearly and coherently to a non-

specialist audience. There will be three heats taking place during the CU Research Hootenanny week.  

The finalists of each heat will go head to head at the 3MT grand finale on the 16th January 2020 where one 

winner will be selected from Coventry University. A video of the winner's entry will be entered into the 

2020 national competition hosted by vitae. 

Sign up to this session  

  

http://recap.coventry.domains/event/rsp-the-publishing-trap-game-open-access/
http://recap.coventry.domains/event/three-minute-thesis-3mt-heat-1/
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Tuesday 14th January 2020 

Parallel Session One  

Women in Research Network 

12.30 – 13.30 in Swan Room, Elm Bank  

After the success of the first Women in Research Network event in November, we will be gathering again 

at the #CUHoot20 to kick start the New Year! The event will run between 12.30 – 13.30 however 

refreshments will be available from 12, if you would like to join us earlier. 

Why attend? 

This network aims to support women in research at Coventry University by offering an informal space to 

share experiences, thoughts and ideas, discuss gender-related challenges of working within a research 

environment and an opportunity to meet other staff members and research students on campus during 

monthly meetings. You do not need to have attended the previous launch meeting to attend this event.  

Sign up to a session  

 

Centre for Academic Writing: Informing your writing with 

language data  

12.10 – 13.40 in Blackbird Room, Elm Bank  

Drawing on CAW’s research on Academic Writing, this session focuses researchers’ attention to resources 

that can support their writing development and equip them with knowledge of their disciplinary writing 

practices. Using linguistic research and language analysis software, this short workshop empowers 

participants to analyse large databases of academic language so that they can identify overarching features 

of academic writing as well as differences across genres and disciplines. The goal of this workshop is to 

deliver research informed academic writing support in order to help researchers create practices that will 

allow them to continue to improve their writing over time. 

Sign up to a session  

  

http://recap.coventry.domains/event/women-in-research-network/
http://recap.coventry.domains/event/caw-informing-your-writing-with-language-data/
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Shut Up & Write 

11.00 – 13.30 in Puffin Room, Elm Bank  

Are you looking for a quiet and structured environment to get some writing done? 

Whether you are trying to minimise distractions or you’re just looking for a quiet environment that you can 

dedicate to writing, Shut up & Write is the workshop for you. Based on the Pomodoro technique for time 

management, Shut Up and Write enables structured bursts of focused writing so that you can make the 

most out of the time you have. 

Sign up to a session  

 

2nd Three Minute Thesis (3MT) Heat  

14.00 – 15.30 in Swan Room, Elm Bank  

This is a popular competition held both nationally and internationally between universities. During the 

3MT competition heats doctoral researchers’ talk about their research for 3 minutes only and a winner is 

selected by a panel of judges. The emphasis is on communicating research clearly and coherently to a non-

specialist audience. There will be three heats taking place during the CU Research Hootenanny week.  

The finalists of each heat will go head to head at the 3MT grand finale on the 16th January 2020 where one 

winner will be selected from Coventry University. A video of the winner's entry will be entered into the 

2020 national competition hosted by vitae. 

Sign up to a session  

  

http://recap.coventry.domains/event/6236/
http://recap.coventry.domains/event/2nd-three-minute-thesis-3mt-heat/
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Wednesday 15th January 2020 

Parallel Session One  

An Introduction to Research Impact  

10.00 – 11.00 in Swan Room, Elm Bank  

The ‘An introduction to research impact’ session is run by the Research Services team. This session is ideal 

for Postgraduate Researchers, or Early Stage Researchers, who are looking to gain an introductory insight 

into research impact and its importance.   

Sign up to a session 

 

PGR Wellbeing – An update from the wellbeing initiative  

11.10 – 12.10 in Blackbird Room, Elm Bank  

The purpose of this session will be to acknowledge the impact that doing a PhD can have on wellbeing and 

what’s being done at the university to lessen the impact. 

The session will involve activities around the following themes: 

 What aspect of doing a PhD at Coventry University is the most stressful? 

 How do you maintain your wellbeing during your PhD? 

 What could the doctoral college do to help PGRs maintain their wellbeing? 

 Signposting about what’s happening at the university such as the mindfulness sessions held at Elm 

Bank 

Sign up to a session 

 

  

http://recap.coventry.domains/event/an-introduction-to-research-impact/
http://recap.coventry.domains/event/pgr-wellbeing-an-update-from-the-wellbeing-initiative/
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Shut Up & Write 

10.00 – 12.30 in Puffin Room, Elm Bank  

Are you looking for a quiet and structured environment to get some writing done? 

Whether you are trying to minimise distractions or you’re just looking for a quiet environment that you can 

dedicate to writing, Shut up & Write is the workshop for you. Based on the Pomodoro technique for time 

management, Shut Up and Write enables structured bursts of focused writing so that you can make the 

most out of the time you have. 

Sign up to a session 

 

Parallel Session Two  

PGR CV and Application Consultancy  

14.00 – 17.00 in Blackbird Room, Elm Bank  

The Careers Service offers an individually tailored support service specifically for Post Graduate 

Researchers. Our Elm Bank surgeries encompass careers guidance appointments, CV/application reviews, 

advice and information and a range of resources designed specifically to help you, our doctoral candidates, 

in identifying, planning and securing your career future. 

You have the opportunity to book a 30 minute one to one session at the clinic with an experienced Career 

Practitioner. Please book onto a session through the CU Hootenanny website.  

Sign up to a session  

 

  

http://recap.coventry.domains/event/shut-up-write-2/
http://recap.coventry.domains/event/shut-up-write-2/
http://recap.coventry.domains/event/pgr-cv-and-application-consultancy/
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Postgraduate Funding: Considering the Alternatives  

14.30 – 17.30 in Swan Room, Elm Bank  

The Alternative Guide to Postgraduate Funding is all about alternative sources of funding – especially 

charities which can make awards (fees, maintenance, research costs) to any student regardless of subject 

or nationality. 

This workshop explores alternative methods of funding for postgraduate study: for fees, maintenance, 

research, travel, conferences and final-year PhD writing-up. This session closely supports the Vitae 

Researcher Development Framework domain C3: finances, funding and resources. 

This workshop will cover: 

1. How to identify and understand types of alternative funding sources, such as charities, trusts and 

crowdfunding 

2. Find funding using online and printed resources 

3. How to apply strongly for grants from alternative sources 

This workshop is facilitated by very experienced members of the Alternative Guide to Postgraduate 

Funding team who will guide you through each stage of the alternative funding process. 

Sign up to a session  

   

http://recap.coventry.domains/event/postgraduate-funding-considering-the-alternatives/
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Thursday 16th January 2020 

Parallel Session One  

Postgraduate Researcher of the Year Competition  

10.30 – 13.00 in Swan Room, Elm Bank  

The annual PGR of the year competition will take place on Thursday 16th January 2020.  

One nominee has been put forward by each of the Faculties and University Research Centres and each will 

make a 10 minute presentation summarising their research. You are invited to be part of the audience 

during the PGR’s presentations.  

The competition will be judged by an independent panel and the decision will be announced at the Awards 

Dinner on the evening of 16th January (1st Prize £1000).  

The judging panel will be formed of non-specialists and will be a mixture of staff from Coventry University. 

Our PGR of the Year nominees will be presenting their research in the morning, with the award announced 

at the Re-search Hootenanny Dinner. The nominees are: 

 

Jacqueline Shanley: Representing the Centre for Global Education: Learning and Attainment 

Christopher Day: Representing the Centre for Trust, Peace and Social Relations 

Clair Dempsey: Representing the Faculty of Health and Life Sciences 

Arpit Goyal: Representing the Faculty Engineering, Environment and Computing 

Andrew Tomlinson: Representing the Institute for Future Transport and Cities 

Gloria Giambartolomei: Representing the Centre for Agroecology, Water and Resilience 

Nora Lanari: Representing the Faculty of Business and Law 

Molly Browne: Representing the Faculty of Arts and Humanities 

Sign up to attend the PGR of the Year Presentation Session S 

  

http://recap.coventry.domains/event/postgraduate-researcher-of-the-year/
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Shut Up & Write 

10.00 – 12.30 in Puffin Room, Elm Bank  

Are you looking for a quiet and structured environment to get some writing done? 

Whether you are trying to minimise distractions or you’re just looking for a quiet environment that you can 

dedicate to writing, Shut up & Write is the workshop for you. Based on the Pomodoro technique for time 

management, Shut Up and Write enables structured bursts of focused writing so that you can make the 

most out of the time you have. 

Sign up to a session 

  

http://recap.coventry.domains/event/shut-up-write-3/
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Friday 15th January 2020 

Shut Up & Write 

10.00 – 12.30 in Puffin Room, Elm Bank  

Are you looking for a quiet and structured environment to get some writing done? 

Whether you are trying to minimise distractions or you’re just looking for a quiet environment that you can 

dedicate to writing, Shut up & Write is the workshop for you. Based on the Pomodoro technique for time 

management, Shut Up and Write enables structured bursts of focused writing so that you can make the 

most out of the time you have. 

Sign up to a session 

  

http://recap.coventry.domains/event/shut-up-write-4/
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CU Research Hootenanny Venue 

1st Floor 

Elm Bank Building  

Mile Lane 

Coventry  

CV1 2LQ 
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Contact Details: 

Email: recap@coventry.ac.uk 

Website: http://recap.coventry.domains/hootenanny2020/ 

@CU_Hootenanny   #CUHoot20 

 

mailto:recap@coventry.ac.uk
http://recap.coventry.domains/hootenanny2020/
https://twitter.com/CU_Hootenanny
https://twitter.com/hashtag/CUHoot20?src=hashtag_click

